
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 14 September 2021] 

 p3837d-3837d 
Mr Roger Cook 

 [1] 

CORONAVIRUS — VACCINATIONS — REGIONS 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.05 pm]: With the COVID-19 vaccination program in 
full swing across Western Australia, I want to take the opportunity to provide an update on this important work, 
particularly in our regions. Last week, I had the pleasure of seeing the regional rollout up close as I helped to 
deliver vaccines to the community of Bidyadanga via the Royal Flying Doctor Service. The following morning, I had 
a very productive meeting with key services and stakeholders who are instrumental in championing the vaccination 
rollout. We discussed how our plans are tracking and what more needs to be done. The spirit of cooperation and 
shared sense of purpose among everyone at this meeting was truly impressive. It is so important what these 
organisations are doing to protect Western Australia, and particularly the Kimberley, against COVID-19. 
The whole-of-town vaccination approach is working well in communities right across our state, as demonstrated when 
86 per cent of the population aged 12 years and over in Warmun was vaccinated in a two-day blitz, and an 82 per cent 
vaccination rate was achieved in Djarindjin. These excellent results were made possible through the collaboration of 
a number of key stakeholders including local Aboriginal medical services and the WA Country Health Service. At 
the Vaxathon recently held in Broome, more than 1 199 vaccines were administered to the local community. 
Following on from the success of this approach, pop-up vaccination clinics are planned in partnership between the 
WA Country Health Service and Rio Tinto, aimed at whole-of-town vaccination. These clinics are in addition to 
the more than 100 fixed vaccination clinics being provided around the regions. The pop-up clinics will operate in 
Tom Price from 17 to 21 September and in Paraburdoo on 23 September. We are also working with new industry 
partner BHP to conduct a pop-up vaccination clinic in Newman on 11 October. In addition, a two-day vaccine 
blitz is happening this week on 15 and 16 September in Norseman. As members are all aware, a pop-up clinic at 
Perth Airport has also been established for our vital fly-in fly-out workforce from this month. These collaborations 
have seen the vaccination rate in Western Australia increase sharply in recent times, and this will only continue to 
improve. I thank all those involved for their important work. Together we will get there—roll up for WA. 
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